38.   A WORKER'S DIFFICULTY

[May 11, 1925]

Many suggestions are being handed to me during my Bengal
tour. I appreciate them all, even though I may not be able to
adopt them. Here is one from a staunch worker:1

I am writing these notes on my silence day2. Satish Babu of
the Khadi Pratisthan is sitting by me. I therefore handed the
suggestion to him for reply as he knows the Bengal conditions
much better than I can ever hope to. Here is his reply:

The writer thinks that the real difficulty about the spread of khad-
dar in Bengal lies in the high price of cotton. The remedy suggested is
to introduce and encourage the cultivation of cotton.

It is surely a difficulty in Bengal that cotton is not grown every-
where. But it is not the only difficulty or a serious difficulty. Manchester
buys her cotton from America and Bombay and sends her mill-products
to India. Surely Bengal can get all the cotton she wants at any of the
cotton marts of India. Lacs of rupees worth of cotton is grown in Bengal
and sent away from the ports of Chittagong and Calcutta. Bengal does
not utilize for home-spinning a fraction of the cotton she grows. She
can use all her Ghittagong and Gomilla produce for home-spinning
and buy what more she requires in the markets of Bihar and United
Provinces.

The real difficulty in the way of the spread of khadi is neither its
high price nor the absence of cultivation of cotton. What is wanting for
the spread of khadi is a desire to spin and use khadi and an organiza-
tion to create and cater for the desire.

The Ashram from which the writer sends the note may be made a
centre for selling "cheap" cotton, i.e., cotton at fair market price. The
Ashram might train up an expert in spinning and carding and
then demonstrate to the sisters in the neighbourhood that with good slivers
and a good charkha it is a pleasure to spin. It is only when spinning
becomes irksome that imaginary difficulties about the spread of khadi
crop up.

1 Not reproduced here.  The worker had pointed out the comparative
costliness of khaddar because  of the   high   price of  cotton which could be
remedied only through extensive cultivation and hoped that Gandhiji would
stress the importance of this during his tour of Bengal.

2 Monday, May 11, 1925